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S‘“"‘?”[U‘J/}z:c years age (1022) a wollknown Preston citizen, viz. My 121 Bird 5, inserted an
advertizement in the local paper that he was convening a meeling fn the Preston l',i[wmrg Hall
with the offvjec[ q/‘ﬁ)rming an c?)rglrffzg elub. What sn.'mdljm'fgmcn[ fmc‘f_fércs@/n’ was shown [Jg Mr
Bird. As we pcn.rseal and browsed !’fln‘mrgjr the Mindes and Records c?f the club over the years, i
is with p[easz.n'c that we present o you - " Rricf History t)f{ll?c Preston /\ng/iug Club and Fish

Protection Sociely ]}rcm-pm—a{uc] " for the pasl 78 years.

This is not an afl CREaNIPASSIG l.'isl’om'ca/clocz.mwn!, but 1 have endeavoured to put as much
data and infommi‘fon as possif?/’c into a hmited space and is writfen in the spirtl, that it may be
the means and inapivation lo L‘ccp alive the spivil: That of Good .Fe”au:s/?fp ~ that a/tuays exists

amongst ng/ers.

The above is taken fmm the comments of(l’w authors of{/m 25 year f?i’simy of the chib and is
still as app/ica[?/e {oa/ay as il was then. [fmpe. the fo/]mﬁfﬂg pro!:fa’es an 1';vzsr'gfn' into the /ﬂ'sfory of
our chub and may the 100 year in's!m-y baok be reritien with as much enjoyment and inferest as
1 have had in pulting this z’vricfjn's!my !agc.’/mr.

BZ; / %/@//0;@

August 1907

Mr FP BirdUT.]'?, med’i’ng Prosident
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PRESTON FIsH PROTECTION SOCIETY
AND ANGLING CI1UB

~ Founded July 4th, 1022 ~

Qur History 1922 - 1997

Alter a meeling in the Preston ]_i])rary hall §}y our orig‘inal members to discuss the formation of an angiing
club, My EP. Bird J.P called the chb’s first official meeting in the Preston Town Hall on July 4th. The

fo”cwing g‘en'tlemen were elected Lo the various offices viz:

President: Mr EP Bird |2

Vice President’s: Messes HLP Zwar ].P, ] W.Holliday, ].E. Thomson,
J. Sinclaiy, Cr Mel aclyen.

General & Social Commitlee: Messrs 115, Thomson, W I'Iolfiday, T, Sinclaig,
J.8. Hopkins, C. Whittig.

Angfing Committoe: Messrs V.I5. Davies, W, Smith, Cr },\"lclﬂ:a(lyen

Honorary Secretary: M R] ‘\‘\V seelens

Honorary Assis. Secretary: Mr VB Davies

Honorary Treasurer: Mr A.I’. l,)calem ].P

Auditors: Mr L le“"(.l vn Jones and Mr .S, Hopkins

Trusitces: Messrs H.E Zwar, A% Deakin P, W I‘ioHi{}ay

VBC. Delegates: Messrs (. Harrigan, E. Gardener

Founc[airon Memlmfs

— il July 1022

Ai vear -
(Ieft 16 vight):

N Krivwn
LA Ol

C’ CfarL

B acle Row: .
B Nebel
N Hanpa -
SR Wiksow : fCoeefrczn e
gty 1 :'Brbm;f'?fc:m ' o Krc‘am’o :
= _.--f].':_(:gr&,éaf_n'&'ﬂ T E Smith
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What an active 1)0({3! of men and of vision
-t]lw proved to bo, for within a few weelzs,
thy Ouull the generosily of My H.P Lwar, who
loaned the club 75 pouﬂds, they purci'.lasec the
land in Murray Rd — where our clubrooms
stand {'O(Iay. After (]evoi‘ing much of their time
and la})our, this same 1)0(1}! of men fina“y took
oooupancy of the dubrooms in 1923, The club
was then faced with a debt of 350 poun(lk of
which 200 pounclc was a loan from the local
branch of the United Ancient Qrder of Druids
Society at an interest rate of 6 percent. With

the acguisition of new mem])ers, the issue of 1 N\

])(‘)H}}({ (lei‘;enturesf t]lC 11{}1(1;!]19 (}{ }Eucl]re Cl]l.lli? pi.C)il'-{.' af }';H? }E!GH, .RGSG)’!.‘O!-J' MJIC’."C’ 21 l‘c?CG?'d'
- atlendance (if200 ieas achieved.

parties, socials and social efforts, the debt
was {inaHy paié out in 1930, Quite an achievement cmlsi(iering the times and that L}ley still took part in
club competitions, and stac]qing‘ of local streams and lakes, M any who purc;zased debentures donated them
back to the club. A ladies committee was formed and was instrumental in raising over 100 ].}mm(ls for the

]Juil{iing fund besides llelping in many social functions.

Tny the first vear of the ¢lub, mem])ership was 113, then s]owly clr.'ﬂppc(l until in the thir%y!s it was 03,
It started to rise again antil 1047 where it stood at 156 and had maintained app}roximately 160 or more

to this (iay.

Ir: 1926 due to the untiring effort of My AT Deakin 1P P the club apj Jroadu,d the Preston City Council
with a request to install a trout 11a%cl1ery at Ddwardes Park Lake al Reservoir. After agreeing to finance the
scheme for 50 pmmcls if the club would maintain the ;mtcllery, the MMBW refused to install a pump so
the scheme was (11'oppe(§. Mz Deakin then installed and operate& a 11atc}3e1y in the rear of his home where
a 97% success rate was obtained. In
1028 28,000 fry were released into
Edwardes Park Lake, 1929 32,700,
and in 1930 32,735, a remarkable
achievement for a l)acleyarcl lmicllery. In
1931 the Preston council with a

woz‘leing‘ party from the club erected a

lmtci}ery at the lake and further goocl
liberations were made. When Redfin
were discovered in the lake it was
decided to release yearlings instead of
fry. Later owing to alterations to
parlzlancls and other causes, the

liberations ceased. Fish to 4 pounds

Messrs, A F. Deacon & W McCausland in the doorway offhe club's were recorded as being caug‘ht in the
f?atr:f?c)y at Fdwardes Park La ee, Resersoir, ]aizg n the years -L-]m{; {o]loweé,
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Many Llrips were organise(l to the Goulburn and tributaries to obtain Macquarie Perch to release in the
Yarra River, Mr George Daye was a]ways on hand to transporl these fish. During this periotl members
fished interclub compelitions and evenluaﬂy Won_ancl leepf; the ]’ia{tley shield. In 1933 Mr D. Mclntyre
and Les Downey, with the assistance of other members, 01'g?anise(1 the junior club for }mys from 12 to 16.
The juniocr club flourished with juniors entering senior ranks at age 16. After 9 years, due to lack of

transport and materials because of the war, the junior club was forced to dishand in 1943.

Your club was pl‘oué of the fact that 27 of our members offered their services to their country (Iuring
the time of war. Those members were given a right royal welcome home, a social nigll{ and the unveifing
of our honour beard was made })y Mr H.P Zwar J.P Also, many other men who were not members then
also enlisted, as did many of our ex-junior members; two of them paici the supreme sacrifice. The names
of members inscribed on the honour roll are:

K. Woolf (PO
K. Kennedy

J. Rhodes

P Rhodes

F. Rhodes

A. Rhodes

J. Glen

I.. Haygarth

L. O'Brien

T. Lowery

C. Mornis

R. Pearce

V. Rule

N. Jarvis

E. Jessop

M. Smith (2O.W.)
E. Grealz

D. Whitechurch

SRS | )
e — P T

A.C. Brown
Iz. Cronin
A Duxl)u;ry
A Dusting‘ !
A. Dancey (PONW)
D. Deipenau

A. Haig‘h

. Harrison

* Deceased
i \S

Office Bearers 1047-48
President: J.H. Voice
Vice Presidents: J. Connel, 8. Nash, T Duncan
Hon. Secretary: J.W. Curwood
Hon. Assist. Sec: I..E Downey
Treasurer: L.E Downey
Committea: T Butier, G. Higg‘ins, ] Rowlan(‘l,

C. Miller, H. Rose

Auditors: R. Thomson, A. Hayes
Press Correspondent: . Connell
V.PC. Delegates: R. Perriman, C. Miller

\\ // Mr. J.H. Voice, President 103Q.47




7f' 7 PrestoM Ancuing Cuup & FisH PROTECTION SOCIETY INC.
& e

In Seplemi}er 1949, M. Jolm Connell (}aule) as editor of his jc}urual “The Optimist” had it typed for
the very first time. It grew to an eight page printeé journa] some months later and six copies per club were
mailed Lo nearly avery ang‘]ing club in Victoria as well as angling ordanisations in other states. We also sent
copies to New Zealand and the United States. There were p},‘of{}iems with pul)lislmrs from time to time as
it was gelting expensive to print and {'lley found it hard to make it pay. When Mr. Connell was very ill My
]. Voice, Mr. L. Downey and Mr. C. McCann were determined “T he Optimist” would not die. We had to
honour our financial o})]igations to our advestisers. Mr. Downey took over as editor, Mr. McCann looked
nf:ter the accounts and My, Voice 'tl'le adver%isers. [t was not easy, ]Jut with the hely of donations from other
clubs and our members we manag‘ed. Each month hefore one of the meetings club members wrapped “The
Optimist” for postage to other clubs. Alex Whitaker handled the writing ol the names and addresses. This
journal was 1'espectec] }Jy clubs all over Victoria and overseas and Preston can be very proud of the

reputation oux club enjoyed hecause of it.

Exactly twenty years Jater it was decided Lo cease publicaiion due to rising cosis and Increasing financial
losses. On Septem])er 1909 “The Optimist” as it was then ceased. Les Downey was e(litozr, Ken Ely sub-
editor and Cliff McCann our President. The spirit of “The Optimist” lived on and it was resurrected on
a ciupiicator purclmsed ])y the club for use on annual reports and the syﬂa])us etc. We have had help from
editors over the vears, those l)cing Ken ﬁ.]y, J'olm Penrose and Les Penrose. At least four issues a year are
cnrrent§y printeé mainly for distribution to our own chib members. The costs were part horne })y Frank

Q’Rielly’s sports store over this periofl and in Jater years j(}ine(l }Jy Bob Ford.

When }0}111 Voice retired as p]:csident in 1959, he had heen elected unopposerl for twenty vears. Under
his ]eadersilip the club menﬂ;ersh_ip grew as did it’s finances. ]ohn was @ man’s man, a strong leader and
respectecl })}r all who knew him. The late Jac]e Connell’s son-in-law Mr. Cliff McCann became President
un—opposecl after serving as treasurer for two years and social chairman for eight years. Clifl had the
uncanny ai}i}ity to involve those around him to per[orm at their higiiest level. Be it interclub cards,
re—bui%cling our clubrooms or our loc]gc at Eildon, he was alwa_vs a gcntle and sincere man. Dhuring Chiff’s

thirteen years as Presi(lent, our cheh saw many clmnges to our clubrooms (more on thal later).

We had a lodge at Eildon, two in fact hecause our first burnt down. Members worked very hard to
maintain the Eildon Loclge which was considered to be the hest of any of the clubs who also had 10(]g'es.
Members such as Alan R_ussc” would drive to Eildon on a Sunday morning just to cul the grass. We
vacated that 10(1ge after many years due to the caravan parlz requiring the land for expansion,

We ;_}mrc—lmsed three boats for club use, two of which were imy boats and a punt for [reshwater use.
T 111'01.1g}1 {é}is, members gaineé experience and opportunity to have a boat on the i)ay and evenLua]ly the

members built up a very g‘oocl fleet of privately owned boats,

Our library had it’s beginning on the way home from Eucumbene in 1963 by Les Penrose, who decided
that it was what we needed in the club to learn about those areas we are ]ilzely to fish in the future. Tt is

now very up to date in 1997 and includes many g'GO(; videos.

In 1953 it was necessary to lay a new floor in the clubrooms, so volunteers went to work and whilst they
were at it also put in & new plaster cei]ing. About this time, a young group of Euclcling anglers were starting
to make their presence felt in the club. Tlley left their mark — in the ceiling that is, and names like Russell,

PGI]?.‘OS{-?, Smart Elll(l CO. were {%iSCOVEB?.‘(—!({ w]}en further renovations were laeing (1011[;) in }978
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Editory L.F. DOWHNEY,
61 Jesde Sixeet, Preston, 3072,
- Telephoner 47-2589,
Sub Editor: Mr, KEN ELY,

‘The Journal of the ’
PRESTON FISH PROTECIION SOOIETY
AND ANGLING CLUE -

- Hon. Sec,:
21 Poplar Street, Thomasmwn, 3074,

L PENROSE,

Telephone- - 465-2220,

President: MR. C,G, McCANN,

SEPTEMBER, 1969,

Vel. 16, No. 20

The

Very few members of the Preston
Angling Club and the members of
kindred angiing clubs know just how this
fine jownal was first started and the
following, I hope, will be of interest
to a1l our readers,

In September, 1948, "The Optimist"

was the brainchild of the late Mr. John -

Connell who was the Editor, The
publication, foxr some time, consisted
of two sheets {typed) with Clubk news
only,
present eight page journal and properly

SPECIAL
. ANNOUNCEMENT

At the Annual Meeting of the
Preston Angling Club it was
decided to discontinue public-
ation of our jownal "The
Optimist",  Our last issue will
be in September, thus giving a
continuity of 20 years public-
ation, We regret cur decision,
“but with rising costs over the
. past years and financial losses
increasing, we find we are
. unable to cary on. We do
sincerely thank our advertisers,
‘our donors, and zll who have
made this paper the great
success it has been, e

C.G. McCANN.

from which it has grown to its.

published we had hoped in the future
to fncrease its size.  Practically every
Angling Club in Victoria received,
by mail eack month, no less than six
copies, as well as other angling organ-
isations in other Australian States, and
at one period, it was being mailed to
New Zealsnd and the IL5, A, and as the
demand grew we inmeased the mumber
of cepies., .

Some months after our first issue, itwas
decided to get thé assistance of 2 pub-
lisher,  This good lady did quite a lot
for us, but after six months she found
she could not make it pay, after which
the paper lapsed for some time. We
then foumd a publisher, who was going
to play wonders, and we were again on
the vocks as far as a publisher was
concerned. Not one member of the
Club knew the first thing about public~
ation, but Mr. C. McCann, Mr. L.
Downey and myseld were determined
that this paper must not "die! for at
_that time our Rditor, -Mr. J. Connell,
was in very bad health and could not
give us any assistance whatever; also,
ve were left with financial obligations
to owr Advertisers which we were deter-
mined to honour in fuil {which we did).
Mr. L. Downey took over the Editor’s
work, Mr. C. McCann looked after
the accounts and finance and to myself
fell the jobof getting the advertisements
which is 2 difficult job when one has o
eare a living. The only contact
you have with your prospect is by
telephone or letter, which - of

Stow of the Opnmlst

, and How It Originated

course ~ is nothing like a personal
interview,
paper was not neatly covered by the
advertisernents and loss each month

was oonsiderable for a small Club, but

the Joss would have been far greaterbut |

for'the generous assistance {{jnancially}
frotn many kiodred angling clubs and
smail donations from our members and
others.

The cost of printing this paper was not
the only cost for the wrapping and
postage was considerable and the mem-
bers railied around on the second
Thursday of each month and wrapped up
various numbers of issues of your copies
of "The Optimist" and were pleased to
de. 50. The writing of the addresses
from the mailing list on to the wrappers
was carried out by Alex Whitaker, who
was one of our outstanding Secretaries.

In conclusion, to our kindred clubs:
The financial response to our appeals,
from the majority of you, has over the
years been wonderful and appreciated.

To all those people who sent along
personal donations and who assisted-oix
special efforts appeal at our Smoke
Nights, we extend our sincere thanks.
Despite our drawbacks, not once did we
charge anything forour paper whichwas
always GRATIS,

J.H. G. . VOICE,
Past President.

The cost of printing this -

Final Edition of “The Optimist” -

September 1000
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During 1968 a new kitchen was huilt with {if:ty percent more room, a ref{igera Loy, up(late(l gas stove and
hot water service. A ]arge SeTVery and bench replacctl the peep hole hetween the kitchen and hall. This was

considered a }aig‘ project at the time.

During the next fen years much Hme was spent c}iscussing an extension to the clubrooms and many sels
of plans were prcsente(l %}y our club architect. While this was going on we were still pulting up with the
original outside tin toilets. Whilst attending a presentation night with the Healesville Angling Club, we
were shown their new brick toilets. T ]ley leinc”y loaned us their plans and with some s]iglli alterations the
nwmi)efs ané Preston council acccpted 'tllem. T}le sla}) was poure(i in z'\pril 1973 and the ioilets comple%ed

11 1()74‘ ﬁlc Cillb was tlmnleful £01' Lll(" services O{' ]]‘i@l‘lll)@l’ Charlie P]ane ”Tf]c E-)l‘ﬂi]lﬁl‘".

In 1972 the Preston J.[\J]glillg Club was llolcling the junior angling‘ {{ay at Edwardes Park on behalf of the
Victorian Piscatorial Council with the assistance of some Melbowrne clubs, Ear]y on Sunclay morning we
received word that our President CLiff McCann had taken ill. While the junior (}ay was an Outsianfling
success for us, we also remembered it as the (lay Cliff yetived as President due to his health. We had thirteen
vears with Cliff McCann as President and (11.1;:ing this time he lifted our image o hecome one of the most
regpecte(l ang‘ling clubs in Victoria. Bol Ford became our next President after he and Alan Russell were
nominated to the position. Les Penrose remained as Secretary to help with the sudden change of President
due to Chlfs relirement. We are please({ Lo say our club never tock a step backwards due to the wealth of

experience CIf built up in his thirteen years.

Finaﬂy, a decision to extend the hall three metres towards Murray Road, re—roo[ing and brick veneering
the sides was made. First we had a conlractor re-block the hall in 1978. A builder was eng‘ag‘ed late in
1978 and we held meetings in the chuzch hall opposile until 1979 when we again returmed to our own
hall. These extensions cost $18,549.77. During the next two years the brick walls were extended the full
leng{il of the haﬂ, more ;}1&5&11"111‘_2: and wall boagd attached to the inside of the hall. ]aclz O’Loug‘]}]in,
warleing at Presswell Panels generouSl_\_r donated the wallboard. That projeck cost a further @2, 169.00. A
goe& team of members headed l)yjim Kil.‘iepatricle and Paul Nancarrow conereted a new fronl path and car

par]e area. Some lanclscaping was done later to finish their gao& work.

In 1983 a motion to have junior ang‘ling members in the club again was defcated. The folzowing vear
ing Club. Tt took thirly-

SEVEN Years, ]Jut we llﬂVG §.U]EIHV 110110111'0(1 LQS DOWHE}’,S p]edge to E‘i(’l\"(’, jljl]i(‘.‘l'ﬁ in {110 Chlz} ag‘ain. ODL'! (J[‘

after intense I()M}ying Wwe once again admitted junior members Lo the Preston Ang

our [irst juniors a{%mii’te(l, J(}llll Penrose has now been our treasurer for the last six years. All juniors who

llave ]Jecome seniors are a credit to tile Clu]).

There was to be no rest for our members for as hard as {ixe_v worked Lo raise money for projects, ’chey
worked harder to complete those projects. Altilough we were nol to know it t%mu, the next ten years would
prove to be the busiest and hardest in terms of work ever undertaken iyy our club. With a healﬂly banlk
balance once more, we set about wor]eing on the final stage of renovations to extend our hall to the rear
lane and enclose our toilets as a part ol the main buiiding. A new committee room, kitchen and a bar to

go with our liquor license. In 1986 we eng‘age(l a huilder to zeeep our \f{)lunlal,‘y labour on the 1:ight track.
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As our p]aus had finaBy heen approvecl, work 1>egan in ernst. Foundations for the sides and hack wall
were dug‘ ]Jy hand and a Earge slab poured over the tolal area. During construction we had many proi}lems
to deal with and we thank Alan Smith who e\rentua]ly took over the huilder’s role and took the praject
tin‘ouglj to compietion. Ted Boots and Ken Ely handled a(lministratinn with Mal ‘Simmon(]s, Perc
Gravenall and Arthur Shoesmith Plastering, ete. A sum of money left to us by the late Tommy Tomic was
wisely used to fit out our modern kitchen. Those of our members who worked very haxd on all stages ol

our haﬂ, whether as tradesmen or lalx}urers, vou are to congra‘mlateé fora magnificent jol}. We thank VO,

We had an official hall opening on June 18th 1988 in the form of a dinner dance and Mys. Molly
MecCann, wife of our late President Ciifg, o{{iciany opene(] the hall.

The Preston Angling Club became incorporated in Qutober 1987. Qur Constitution brought in line
with the rules of incorporation that allowed no room for exror due to the cost of any sui}se{fuent chaug‘es.

OQur current constitution and rule book was first priutecl in 1991,

One of the major chaug‘es to the clui), a decision that shook us rigﬁt down to our foundation meml}ers,
rest their souis, was to admit women to our club as members, That }101101{1: went Lo Helen Warne. It must
be noted 11<>wever, that our roof did not {all in nor any male members resign, in fact notlling‘ c]langecl. We
have three ladies in our current memhers}}ip ol 170 members. It is interesting to note we have quite a few

junior g‘ir}s who reaHy enjoy their fisi}ing‘.

After some discussion promptecl i)y Les Chadwick reg‘arding some type of recognition for continuous
service to the club, Alec goadlellow and Arthur Nixon came up with the idea of sh:i]eing‘ a twenty five year
and {'if:{y vear medallion in recognition of conlinuous vears service. We thank Arthur Nixon and Alex
Goodfellow for creating our solid silver twenty five vear and nine carrot g‘nicl {'i{'ty year medallions. T lley
were made as a faaclge ot to he worn around the neck on a matching chain. The size of a ten cent coin,
tlley have a beautiful fish over the letters PA.C. “28” or “50”. We have to date ]_Jresentefl forty of the
twenty five year medallions and four golci fift}f year medallions. All members Jpresentec], wear them with
pri(ie and the twenty five year recipients look forward to gelting their g‘old. We have a number of members
coming up for their go%d around the vear 2000. Charie Ezy (now clecease([) was aur first to gain g‘ol(],

followed ])y George Letchfmcl, ]acla O’Loug‘hliu and Ron Hoﬂiday (Ron also now cieceasec%).

The Club’s First Two
Recipients of the

50 L
RS

Chaxlie E-ly &
George Letchford
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Office Bearers 19072-73

President: R. Ford
Vice Presidents: A Russell, A. Goodfellow, K. Ely
Secretary: [.]. Penrose
Treasurer: D). Bertram
Committee: T. Malone, A. Whitaker,

I*. Burgess, B. Davig, I Flak
VPO, Delegates: . C. McCann, R, Ford, K. Ely
AAA. Delegates: 1. Malone, G. Watts
Auditors: J. Rawady, A. Whitaker

// Me K. Fom’, DPresident 1072-04

\\\

In 1980 we purchase(i a small hilliard table and conducted a winter compelilion among our members,
The competilion has been a lmg'e success with up to gorty members i‘aizing‘ pacl each vear, This competition
is named after the late Abe Do}phin, who was resi}ected for his skills with the cue. We use the table before
and after meetings and it is always the centre of attention, Qur first table wore out as did the second and

it's replacement 15 on order.

In 1987, a meeting with the committee members of the Northeote f\.ug]ing‘ Club tog‘ether with our
commitlee, chaired i)y our President Bob Ford, resulted in Preston purclmsing Northcote's Lodg‘e buiming‘
at Howqua. With Alan Smith in cimrg‘e, menthers worked weekend after wce}zcn(l, much of the time in
shoclzing weather, to lJ],'ing the 1Jui1(1ing‘ lo a livable condition so we could s]eep in the })uildiug whilst on
woriziug bees. After 1‘e-]Jlocleing, we stripped the comp}ete inside of the ])ui]ding and started from scratch.
Alan had planne(l very ea}:ly into the project just how the finished ]_)ui!(ling was going lo be. Afier
excavaling the rear of the 10(]g?e, a toilet block and shower with a covered concreted area between the new
vear bedroom were added. A new three metre wide balcony was huilt down one side and two large concrete
water tanks and a wood shed were put in on the other side. The septic sewer, gravily fed water tank and
Coonara wood heater were also added. Site works inc]uc]ing‘ our road and car pariz, an all weather road to
the bottom dale and %anc%scaping at the rear with barbecue built n, complete(l the picluze. It is almost

impmssii}le Lo recognise the orig‘inal ])uilclingf now.

Thanks go to Alan Smith for his work and {oresig‘ht on the project, Ken Ely for his expertise and
leadersllip, Barry LeFever, Dennis Hughes and Charlie Harrison ljuizclers, Perc Gravenal and Phil Treble
painters and tiiexs, Gordon Mackenzie for helping manage us around the red tape and to Bob Ford and
Les Penrose for their management of volunteers throug‘hou% the project. A sp:ecial thanks to our plasterers
who not oaly donated their time but also most of the plaster used in the ;Juil{ling‘. A top effort consi&ering
they were not members of our club. We cannot name everyone here for we would have to name almost the

enlire c]u]:, but to our welclers, mecllanics, painters, })uiiclers, plum])ers, electricians, cooles, brick layers,
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g‘mﬁ(leners and wm:leers, the Preston Angling Chub thank you all. We still have at least three \'mrlzing‘ bees
a yvear for maintenance and members look forward to the social gel together at the harbecue afterwards. A

special thanks to our co—nptec} local care takers M ick and ]u(ly Hogan.

Howqua ];oarge ~ when ncqufrca’ &

Hmt'qua ]_od’ge — Prosent a’ay

Not content with getting I"‘IOW({ua {inished and llaving spent around %20,000 on the project, your
exeeutive examined the possii)ili{y of pquc])asing a properly al Porl Albert in 1992, A hall on a Ial:ge hlock
of fand near the water seemed ideal for a salt waler loclg‘e. Your executive at the time recommended to the
members the Port Albert property al a cost of $40,000 was feasible. The members took up the challenge
and many wem hers made loans to the club to lal'iclge the gap hetween the clubs available funds and the
total cost. We thanks those members and those that also donated their loans. S’pecia] thanks to Bob Foxd,
Tony Marino and Joe Perri {or their involvement. Onee again a l)uiMing committee formed and work
started. Fortunately the hall was in fair condition with repairs, painting, p]uml)ing and electrical works
needed, plus internal refurbishment. A hot water service and electrical wiring inclucling‘ a new switch board
were pul in p]ace. A barhecue was built outside and other sile works include a garage that will make future
work easier due to the a}Jili‘ty to store }}uil(}mg materials was erected. Many home comforts inc%ucling a
television have been added to fill in time when the weather }zeeps the boats on land. With Les Chadwick

Port Albert Lod’ge
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organising the orig‘inal ])uilcling committee we must thank Arthur Shoesmith, Rob Ward and Don Beeson.
Thanks to the memhers and friends of members who have helped in some way to make Port Albert the

wonder(ul asset it is to the Preston Ang}ing Cluh.

We have notice that the sewage service will go thmugll Port Albert in the nest year and that will be an
improvement on the overworked septic system we have at present. Mick Clarma is works organiser for on-

going projects for future worleing‘ bees.

Itis with great satisfaction that ]Jy 1996 we had, through sheer hard worke and dedication completely re-
paid owr debt on Port Albert. Apart from the funds needed for an-going work, our fund raising efforts fully
pai(] the $40,000. Qur members must be very proufl to be involved in such a (1emanciing‘ project.

ERE

After a record twenly two years as our President presiding over the grealest growth ;}erio{; in the club’s
history, Bob Ford retired and Kevin Turner was elected our new President. We thank Bob for the sincere
dedication he has shown over those years as President. No one has worked harder on the tasks undertaken

})y the club than Bob Ford.

In the three years Kevin Turner has been our President we have had many new ideas from a different
peint of view and members are ieecnly participating in Port Albert compelitions, Kevin introduced the
concepl of “fish capture records”, which involves recognition for the heaviest [ish of each species caug‘ili‘
over the }3'131’01'5} of the club. Research going hack to the ]Jegimling was undertaken to find the heaviest of
each species taken on club competitions, At our 1996 presentation nigl1t, members were presenteé with a

framed certificate to acianow]ec]g-e their record.

Qur weekly meetings regu]arly record an attendance of over seventy members, \\"-"nrleing bees to both our
lcxlg‘es and our hall are well attended and special bus lrips for sur£ [reshwater and picnics are a%ways fall.
Presentation nigi&ts in the form of a dinner dance have aiways been well attended. Kevin introduced the
President’s perpetual troplly in 1095-96, which was presente(l to Les Penrose ])y Kevin for hest clubman
1995-96. Some fine guest speakers, Jong range trips, tackle auctions and novel fundraising ideas are
izeeping‘ members involved in the runing of the club.

Some very specia] achievements })y club members over the years / : e : \
have scen life member Pat Lewton, past President of the Victorian - . ;
Piscatorial Council and present President of the Metropolitan
Anglers Association, be awarded the Oxder of Australia Medal for
services Lo angling. Thiee of our members on their own undertaleing
organised the “Save Angling In Victoria” rally to Parliament House

in order to heip raise the profile of Victorian angler’s congcerns.

Thanks to Regan Cary, Tom Dislakis and John Penrose. Freshwater

competition champions Leo Van Fxel (11 times) and Dennis
[ughes (8 times) and in saltwater Charlie Ely (11 times) have been
our best so far. Andrew Brandi, our first to come from junior ranks

tlo win a championship He won the salé water and 51.1r£~estua1y

ci}ampions in the 1996.97 season. WE Lewton OAM. — Life Member
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Alec Whitaker's two separate terms as secrelary, Dave Bertram and Dave I leming, our past treasuyers,
left some lng? shoes to [ill and have sel a standard ix the administration of the club that we have come to
expect. Qur current secretary Ross Haﬂigan {11 years Lo (iate), also was social secretary for some years
hefore taleing‘ up the secretary’s position, has earned the respect of all members for his dedication to the
club. The club would not be complete without persona]ities of the likes of George Letciaford, our oldest
parlicipating member and goM medallion holder and Alan Russell alias the “imy wonder” (Immeé ])y the
late Cliff McCann}, present holder of both the heaviest Brown and Rainbow trout caug}lt on competition
in the club’s 1155%01}7. Ken Minnitt, our printer from way hack and Ron Wood who could a}wa}fs catch fish
in a bucket. And Graham (Mic]z) Coats, a member with seven lives, never out of trouble hut aiways easy

doing.

j\nclmo Lllanecs aver mam years saw saltwater go from hire boats from }]L’!.CC‘- like St.1eonards to h having
memi}e;,s privale boats bemg used in ljay and Port Alhert competitions. Freshwater's blggest clmnoe ]}aq
been from buses (f'urniture vans) to private transporl. With cars }oecammg available after the war years il
was still a }ong time hefore the furniture vans were laid to rest. There were lots of reasons, inclucling‘ i’lig'll
costs, drivers neecling‘ to remain with bus on Lrips, lack of C(}n'l{O]L road t1ampmt 1et"u§aiious and cars
])cinc able to tow boats as we moved into hoats on freshwater trips. A oood e\amp eof ilna were the }\ya}lto
Lrips where boals were never used in the eall\f (lavs Back then we ioole a boat in the van so that members
could find their way across the river. ‘\Owa(lavs, on a tup there nculv avery car takes a hoal. Whilst you
cannotl stop progress, most mernhers would agree il tore the heart out o{ anglmg. We lost the togelhez,nesu,
the fun bcmo in the back of the varn, ;}lavma cards s, eating L‘Ogether, stops at the pu]as to wash the dust
down and le maicslnp that goes ¥ with lmvcumg ]cmg distances in the same vebicle. Qur bus drivers were
part of the club and would help whenever needed. Stan Nasll, our driver in the early (lays who oniy had
one arm, was a remarkable driver and also won our freshwater clmmpionship. Then came Stan Buclz, who
drove us until the r]ay we ceased using vams as our prime mode of Lransport. Stan was a real character who
en‘ioyecl his trips, never Jet us clown, was a lop driver and one of the E}oys. For the older members the g‘ooc]

old cfays will always remain the best part of their lives with the club.

The clmmpionship points svstem also made a coup]e of c]lang‘es, the first }Jeing a win 40 points, secand
35 points, & third 32 points, fourth 30 points then {%e%u}éind cne point at a time after that. This 1ep]a«,ec]
the 40, 39, 38, 37 etc. system that pmvalle{i belore the Lhance This LllallC‘t. resulled in a fairer system of
reward for the participating anu]c;~ Then instead of an aggregate of all trips on the <\?Halm- (ieu(]mu the
C]lamplon, ])emo the an»§01 who had most total points, we t}mngocl thal to the most poinis from a sel
number of trips, It tllelc were twenly one freshwater tupc [or the season, it may be the best eleven wcmlp
ins that count in (10@1(11:10 the Lhampmn This is considered a superior system as it allows more an»ie; to
have a chance as not gveryone is ahle to attend every trip. T his also aHO\\: for more of those anglels who
are not Sii‘;gic to win a c]mmpionsllip. Salt water, Estuary and Junior cllampionsllips are also based on the

same metlloii.

Our 75th anniversary dinner dance was combined with the 74th trophy presentation night on August
ch, 1997, The members made it a nigizt to 1'ememl)e1' with specia; guests Mrs Mo]Iy McCann and Mr
and Mrs Carl Kirkwood atienciing‘, whose association wiih the club traces bhack many years. The venue was
Qalwille Receptions in H1qh St. Preston where 160 members and partners were well catered for in fine
styl e. Qur members excelled in malemg this speual 111511t a part of our iuslm“y. Now we can look forward

to thal nig‘ht in 2022 — Qur 100th anniversary.
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Fina”y, as in most sporting clubs, some members over a iong ,uerfoal nf time beconre recogm'sea’ as
“/egenais” in their own time and will um‘]oubiea”y remain parf of our /rr's{m'y fm'uner. Names such as
Slim Ouwens, Eddie Hearn, The Fvans and .Har'gfz !Jrof./ze."s, FPat lehan, Max De”érialge, ](rlm
Hipgrave, Pop and Rex Pitman, Arthur C]aya’en, Ron Deipenau, Tom Duncan, Tom Buiier, George
Watts, “Tich” Hinton, “Scrulvl:y" Young, “Big Black” John and Jerry Kay. Many others have also
been named throughout this 75th year book, some izr_)H:'ng r)ﬂ;'ce, others receiving awards or clun'ng
worler'ng projects — all fegenc[s in some specia] way. No doubt, some of our present members will be
remembered and there are a few who will leave their mark and receive mention in the 100th year

L()c}fe. QOur minute lvooks are our Ilfstory a.nc] oy wr'm]ow 0_{ f[ﬂ-’— flﬂ'f!““?-







